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ABBREVIATIONS 

Cth Commonwealth 

DAWE Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 

DoEE Department of the Environment and Energy now DAWE 

DGMMP Deep Groundwater Monitoring and Management Plan 

DWER Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 

EPBC Act Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

EPBC 2015/7478 EPBC Approval dated 7 January 2019 

EP Act Environmental Protection Act 1986  

GMB Groundwater Monitoring Bore 

GME Groundwater Monitoring Event 

IBC Intermediate Bulk Container  

km Kilometres 

LOR Limit of Reporting  

LMMP Leachate Monitoring and Management Plan 

LLW Low-Level Radioactive Waste 

mbgl Metres below ground level 

Mining Act Mining Act 1978 

MS 1078 Ministerial Statement 1078 

NEPM National Environment Protection Measure 

NORM Naturally-Occurring Radioactive Material 

RS Act Radiation Safety Act 1975 

Tellus Tellus Holdings Limited  

the Company Tellus Holdings Limited  

the Department Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 

the Facility The Sandy Ridge Facility 

tpa Tonnes per annum 

WA Western Australia 
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DECLARATION OF ACCURACY 

Project Name Sandy Ridge Facility 

Approval Holder Tellus Holdings Limited 

EPBC Reference 2015/7478 

Approved Action Construct and operate an open-cut kaolin clay mine, arid near surface geological 
waste repository with the mine voids, and associated infrastructure for the storage, 
treatment, recovery and permanent isolation (disposal) of hazardous and intractable 
waste (including low level radioactive wastes), approximately 75 km north-east of 
Koolyanobbing in the Shire of Coolgardie, Western Australia [As described in EPBC 
referral 2015/7478 subject to the variations of the action accepted by the Minister 
under section 156B on Friday, 22 December 2017 and Friday, 9 November 2018]. 

Reporting Period 7 July 2019 to 6 July 2020 

Declaration of Accuracy  

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to 
knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction 
by imprisonment or a fine, or both. I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this 
compliance report is true and correct in every particular. I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this 
declaration and that I have no knowledge of that authorisation being revoked at the time of making this 
declaration. 

Signature of Authorised Reporting Officer 

Name of Authorised Reporting Officer Michael Ingram 

Position of Authorised Reporting Officer Chief Operating Officer 

Organisation Name Tellus Holdings Limited  

Organisation ACN 138 119 829 

Organisation ABN 97 138 119 829 
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Part A, Condition 2 of EPBC 2015/7478 requires Tellus to develop and implement a Deep Groundwater 
Monitoring and Management Plan (DGMMP). Given the DGMMP was approved by DAWE on 29 May 2020, 
full implementation of the plan was not assessed for the reporting period. It is noted that Tellus did conduct 
groundwater monitoring events during the reporting period as required by the DGMMP. Data interpretation 
and initial generation of site-based trigger and threshold criteria for shallow groundwater monitoring is 
scheduled to occur in September 2020. In-ground emplacement of waste is scheduled to occur at the Facility 
in December 2020. Monitoring of deep groundwater wells as required by the DGMMP is scheduled to follow 
in-ground emplacement of waste.  

A summary of the status of all conditions of EPBC 2015/7478 is outlined within the Compliance Assessment 
Audit Table (Table A-1) presented in Appendix A. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 
This Compliance Report has been prepared to document compliance with the Australian Government’s 
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE or the Department) approval EPBC 2015/7478 
issued in accordance with Part 9 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 
Act).   

The approval allows Tellus Holdings Limited (Tellus or the Company) to construct and operate a dual open cut 
kaolin clay mine and arid near-surface geological waste repository known as the Sandy Ridge Facility (the 
Facility). 

The Facility is licenced to accept Class IV and Class V waste and is located approximately 75 kilometres (km) 
north east of Koolyanobbing, Western Australia (WA).  

1.1 Background 

In 2015 Tellus submitted a referral to the WA government construct and operate an open-cut kaolin (clay) 
mine and complementary near-surface geological waste repository, accepting Class IV (Secure Landfill) and 
Class V (Intractable Landfill) waste, including waste from interstate, Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone.  

The Facility was granted WA government Ministerial Approval on 26 June 2018 (Ministerial Statement 1078). 

Tellus has approval to mine kaolin under the Mining Act 1978 (Mining Act) and store hazardous and 
intractable chemical and low-level radioactive waste materials under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 
(EP Act). The Facility has an existing site Registration for the temporary storage of Low-Level Radioactive 
Waste (LLW). This was granted in October 2019 under the WA Radiation Safety Act 1975 (RS Act). It currently 
seeks an amendment to the site Registration to permanently isolate LLW under the RS Act.   

Up to 290,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) of kaolin clay will be mined and the mining voids will be used for the 
permanent isolation of wastes, including hazardous and intractable wastes, and LLW. The Facility will receive 
up to 100,000 tpa of Class IV and Class V waste for approximately 25 years. Once commissioned the Facility 
consists of:  

• Mine infrastructure, including stockpile area, storage building, laboratory, mining offices and laydown
yard.

• Waste infrastructure including an inflatable dome waste cell cover, container hardstand, waste
inspection area, waste immobilisation plant, radioactive waste warehouse and package building, and
waste laboratory.

• Other infrastructure including an accommodation camp, access roads, water pipelines, and a
putrescible landfill. The putrescible landfill services the accommodation camp and office. Only wastes
generated at the Facility will be disposed in this landfill.

A Regional Location plan is presented as Figure 1-1 at the end of this Section. 
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1.2 Purpose and scope 

This Compliance Report is submitted in accordance with the requirements set out in Part B, Condition 9 of 
EPBC 2015/7478, which requires the following: 

Condition 9 – Annual compliance reporting 

The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12 month period following the date of 
commencement of the action, or as otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister. The approval must: 

a) Publish each compliance report on the website with 60 business days following the relevant 12 month 
period; 

b) Notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been published on the website within 
five business days of the date of publication; 

c) Keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until this approval expires; 
d) Exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on the website; and 
e) Where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version published, submit the full 

compliance report to the Department with 5 business days of publication. 

The reporting period for this Compliance Report has been defined as from 7 July 2019 (date of 
commencement of the action) to 6 July 2020 (12 months from date of commencement of the action) and is 
based on Tellus’ assessment of compliance with the conditions of EPBC 2015/7478.  

1.3 Report methodology 

This Compliance Report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Annual Compliance 
Report Guidelines (Commonwealth of Australia, 2014).  

1.4 Retention of compliance reports 

Tellus will retain Compliance Reports for the life of the approval in accordance with Part B, Condition 9-c of 
EPBC 2015/7478 and will continue to implement the proposal until the Minister has determined all conditions 
have been satisfactorily addressed. 

1.5 Public availability of reports 

Tellus will make this Compliance Report publicly available in accordance with Part B, Conditions 9-a and 9-c of 
EPBC 2015/7478.  

In accordance with Part B, Condition 9-d of EPBC 2015/7478 Tellus will exclude or redact any sensitive 
ecological data from Compliance Reports published on the website. Where sensitive ecological data has been 
excluded or redacted, Tellus will, in accordance with Part B, Condition 9-e of EPBC 2015/7478 submit the full 
report to the Department within five business days of publication. 

No sensitive ecological data has been excluded or redacted from this Compliance Report. 

1.6 New environmental risks 

No new environmental risks were identified during the reporting period. 



EPBC 2015/7478 
Sandy Ridge Compliance Report No.1 – 2019 / 2020 

1-3 
GRACE-552978189-22919 | Revision 0 | August 2020 

1.7 Format of the report 

The format of this Compliance Report is as follows: 

• Authorised Reporting Officer’s endorsement, including Tellus’ declaration of accuracy.

• Executive Summary.

• Section 1 is an introduction and provides the scope and nature of the audit.

• Section 2 briefly describes the implementation status of the Project during the reporting period.

• Section 3 summarises the compliance issues identified and provides corrective and preventative
measures to improve the environmental performance at the Facility.

• Section 4 provides the limitations of the report.

• Section 5 provides references used in this Compliance Report.

Appendix A presents the Audit Table, a tabulated review of the audit results against the requirements of EPBC 
2015/7478. 

This Compliance Report provides a summary of findings including details of non-compliances identified during 
the audit and recommended actions to improve compliance status. 
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4 LIMITATIONS OF THIS REPORT 
This report has been prepared by Tellus Holdings Ltd (Tellus) based on generally accepted practices and 
standards and information (including site conditions) available/present when it was prepared (between 7 July 
2020 and 31 August 2020).  

No other warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the professional advice included in this Report. This 
report was prepared in accordance with the purpose outlined in EPBC 2015/7478, dated 7 January 2019. No 
responsibility is accepted for use of any part of this report in any other context or for any other purpose or by 
third parties. Where this report indicates that information has been provided to Tellus by third parties, Tellus 
has made no independent verification of this information except as expressly stated in the report. Tellus 
assumes no liability for any inaccuracies in or omissions to that information.  

This Report should be read in full and does not give legal advice. Except as required by law, no third party may 
use or rely on this report unless otherwise agreed by Tellus in writing. To the extent permitted by law, Tellus 
expressly disclaims and excludes liability for any loss, damage, cost or expenses suffered by any third party 
relating to or resulting from the use of, or reliance on, any information contained in this report. 
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Appendix A - EPBC 2015/7478 Audit Table 




















